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A Legal Aid provider may have a Power of Attorney template, or you can download this 
example. bit.ly/power-attorney

1. A Power of Attorney does not guarantee that medical and educational 
professionals will recognize your authority to make decisions for the child, but it 
greatly increases the likelihood. 

2. Have the parents sign the Power of Attorney as soon as possible once the child 
comes to live with you. It will be easier if relations with the child’s parents are 
friendly. Later, you may have trouble finding the parents, or if your relationship 
changes, the parents may be less willing to sign. 

3. Get the Power of Attorney notarized. The parents will need valid identification with 
a photo, such as a driver’s license. If they don’t have a photo ID, it may be 
possible to find a notary who knows the person, or it may be possible to get 
someone who knows them to sign an affidavit as to their identity. If one party 
doesn’t have a photo ID, it may be possible to find a notary who knows the person, 
or it may be possible to get someone who knows them to sign an affidavit as to 
their identity.

4. When the child first moves in with you, try to get the following:
a. The original or a copy of the child’s birth certificate.
b. The original or a copy of the child’s social security card. If you cannot get the 

card, get the social security number.

5. Keep records that show you are raising the child. Some examples include:
a. School documents with your name as the point of contact.
b. Health care records that mention you as the primary caregiver.
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c. Court orders or documents, such as a Power of Attorney, showing that you have 
been given authority over the child.

d. Public benefits you receive for the child.
e. Tax returns or other documents show you are claiming the child as a dependent.
f. Records that show you are related to the child, for example, the child’s birth 

certificate and the birth certificate of the child’s parent, baptismal records 
showing you as the grandparent or other kin, etc.
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